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“The Life of Jonathan Edwards Part 1”
I.  Book Review:   “Jonathan Edwards: A Life” By: Professor George M. Marsden, Yale University Press, New Haven, Ct.  2004.
II. Philipp Spener
(1635-1705)
 
John Wesley           
(1703-1791)
     Roger Williams
(1603-1683)
       
Charles Wesley       
(1707-1788)
     John Bunyan
(1628-1688)
     
George Whitefield   
(1714-1770)
     William Penn
(1644-1718)
            Jonathan Edwards  
(1703-1758)
III.   Timothy Edwards and Solomon Stoddard
Jonathan Edwards, born on October 5, 1703, was the son of Timothy Edwards (1668–1759), a _________ at East Windsor who made his money by _________ boys for college. His mother, Esther Stoddard, was the daughter of the ______. Solomon Stoddard, of Northampton, Massachusetts.  She _________ her husband and son (by ___ years). Jonathan grew up in a home with ___ sisters and ___ brothers.  He was a ______ man well over ___ feet tall.  Esther Edwards was an extremely talented women gifted in ________.  She lived in a home that found Timothy as the head of the household and his rule was ______.  With 11 children the Edwards household always had an ___________ to engage in the physical labor.  Cotton Mather justified slavery as an opportunity to _________Africans to the Gospel. The local Indians were allied with the _______ and were constantly _________ people in the Connecticut River Valley.   Timothy’s wartime letters were ________ and touching (mentioning all of his children by_______), “Ask the children, if they desire to see their father again, to pray _______for me in secret”.  Everything we know about Timothy Edwards suggests an intensely __________perfectionist, a worrier about details, a firm authoritarian, who was nonetheless capable of good ________and _____ affections toward his family.  Timothy’s father Richard tried _________ his wife Elizabeth and was refused by the local courts.  Timothy entered _________ in 1686 and was ________ in 1688 (he received the ominous mark next to his name in the Severe Punishments column).  Timothy was undeterred and continued his studies using a __________.  Timothy was an able student and eventually Harvard ________him a belated ______ and an _______. (usually granted for 3 years of independent study).  After receiving his degrees a new parish called Windsor Farms or ___________ called him to be their pastor.  Timothy emphasized ______ principle steps toward true conversion.  The first was “conviction” or “an ____________sense of a person’s sad estate with reference to eternity”.   Edwards taught his children to focus on _________, “Nothing is more certain than _______.  Take no delay in the great work of _________for death”. The 2nd step toward true conversion was ___________.  Realizing the terribleness of their ______ and that God was entirely ______ in condemning them to hell.  The final step (if God graciously granted it) was the sinner _________ of their sins and to placing their _______ in Jesus Christ for salvation.  Timothy required prospective church members to give a _______ profession of their experience (which essentially consisted restating the 3 steps).  _________ baptism presented a serious challenge to the New England churches.  In order to institute a _______ church the early New Englanders baptized children _______ if the parents were full communicant members of the church.  But what would happen if those baptized children never became certifiably __________?  Should their children be baptized?  In 1662 the synod of clergy declared that children of ________ members could be baptized.  Next, the church focused on who should be able to partake in the ___________.  The standard rule was that only those who showed convincing __________ of conversion could become full members of the church.  Timothy’s father-in-law Solomon Stoddard opened the table up to persons who ___________ Christian belief and whose lives were free from __________.  It became difficult to tell exactly who was _________.   Stoddard advocated the extending of church membership to ______ citizens in a town; this would also strengthen the control of the _______ over the citizens.  Virtually everyone in a parish would be baptized and be under direct discipline of the church and the pastor.  Stoddard wrote, “If a Christian lives in a town where there is a church, he is immediately_________ to join with that church; and that church is bound to him to ________ him”.   Stoddard was opposed by the Mathers family who were concerned Stoddard was turning himself into a congregational ________.  Timothy stood in _________ to his father-in-law over this issue.  Timothy reinforced community standards by bringing repeat violators before the congregation where they were __________ shamed as he _______their confessions.  
IV. Jonathan Edwards as a Young Man
Jonathan was deeply impacted by the ministry of his _______. In his early years Jonathan Edwards was instructed chiefly at _______. He began the study of Latin at the age of ____, and before he was thirteen had acquired a good knowledge of Latin, _________, and __________. In his childhood he was taught to think with his ______ in hand, and thus learned to think definitely, and to express his thoughts clearly.  For months nine-year-old Jonathan Edwards was a model of sanctity.  He prayed secretly ___ times a day, and spoke much about religion to other boys, and organized ____________ with them. Although he showed piety he continually returned to living a life of ______.  When Jonathan turned ___ he left home to attend college (_____ was the average age).  He attended the Wethersfield branch of the Collegiate School (the main branch would be found in __________).  Cotton Mathers was a tireless friend of the Connecticut college ever since Harvard had fallen out of the Mather’s control in 1701.  Elihu ________ provided a significant gift and the college was renamed to Yale University.  Jonathan Edwards was an amazing scholar and graduated as __________ of his class.  In his senior year he contracted pleurisy and he was terrified (as he was not prepared to _______).  While ill he resolved to live a more _______ life.  God healed him and he returned to his old pattern of _____.  To him holiness seemed a “melancholy, morose, sour and an __________ thing”.  As he continued in school God elected to change his heart and he truly became a Christian.  He was now living like a young ________ seeking sainthood in a school of rowdy boys.  Jonathan loved theology and __________both (colleges embraced ___________and did not mention Newton). Edwards continued to be interested in _________. While many European scientists and American clergymen found the implications of science pushing them towards deism, Edwards went the other way, and saw the __________ as evidence of God's masterful design, and throughout his life, Edwards often went into the _______ as a favorite place to pray and worship in the beauty and solace of nature. Edwards was fascinated by the discoveries of Isaac Newton and other scientists of his age. Before he undertook full-time ministry work in Northampton, he wrote on various topics in natural philosophy, including "flying ________," light and optics.  While younger he struggled mightily with the doctrine of God’s divine ____ (eventually being persuaded by the teaching of Scripture). He had long been an eager seeker after salvation and was not fully satisfied as to his own __________ until his last year in college, when he lost his feeling that the election of some to salvation and of others to eternal damnation was "a _________ doctrine," and reckoned it "exceedingly pleasant, bright and sweet." In 1722 still not quite 19 Jonathan went to ____________ to minister as an unordained “supply pastor” to a small Presbyterian church.  He was passionate about his spiritual __________ and kept a ___________record of the progress of his sanctification. The church invited him to remain, but he declined the call. After spending two months in studies at home, in 1724–26, he became one of the _____ tutors at Yale, earning for himself the name of a "pillar tutor", from his steadfast loyalty to the college and its ________ teaching.  In 1723 Jonathan reluctantly had to leave New York City, as his father was trying to get his son back to Connecticut and more under his wing.  
V.  Lessons from the Early Life of Jonathan Edwards
1.  Commit_________________________ 
2.  Remember________________________ 
3.  Be____________________________
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