
	

	

dedicated	to	prof.	Miles	Osland	at	the	University	of	Kentucky

HirschMusic Publications

JAZZ	ENSEMBLE	INSTRUMENTATION	
5	Saxes	(2	altos,	2	tenors,	1	bari)	
5	Trumpets	(5th	is	optional)	

4	Trombones	(3	tenor,	1	bass*)	
Guitar*	

Keyboard	
Bass	
Drums	

Vibraphone	

*	Solo	Soprano	Sax	&	Flute	parts	included	(sub.	Alto	1)	

IMPROVISED	SOLOS:		Alto*,	Trumpet	
DURATION:		6-7	minutes	

LEVEL:		Advanced

Miles’ Big Band Dojo
by	RICK	HIRSCH

where	serious	Southerners	study	the	subtleties	of	swing	(est.	1989)
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PROGRAM	NOTES	

The	melody	of	Miles’	Big	Band	Dojo	is	derived	

from	a	5-note	scale	common	in	traditional	
Japanese	music.	The	rubato	introduction	gives	

way	to	further	development	over	a	brisk	swing	
bedding	(it	is	a	big	band	chart,	after	all).	The	

piece	closes	with	a	peaceful	ending	that	echoes	

the	beginning.	

The	strophic	structure	is	a	24-bar	Bb	minor	
blues	which	is	a	great	vehicle	for	your	jazz	

soloists.	

Rick	Hirsch	composed	this	piece	in	celebration	

of	Miles	Osland’s	thirty	years	of	inspiring	
teaching	at	the	University	of	Kentucky.	

Enjoy,	Grasshopper.	
 ~ Rick Hirsch 

REHEARSAL	&	PERFORMANCE	NOTES	

•On	the	intro,	the	soloists	should	lean	into	
the	grace	notes,	and	the	percussionist/
drummer	can	create	ambient	sounds	out	
of	tempo.	

•Count	off	the	fast	tempo	quietly.	
•In	the	fast	tempo,	make	sure	bassist	and	
drummer	are	locked	in	together.	

•The	solo	sections	are	long	crescendos.	
Soloists	should	pace	themselves.	

•Make	sure	solo	background	figures	stay	
beneath	the	soloists,	then	open	up	on	
the	ensemble	passage.	

•Swing	on!	

•FREE	BONUS	PARTS	AVAILABLE:	
•Bass	Trombone	5	(double	the	thunder!)	
•Guitar	Alternate	(when	no	Piano)	

•contact	Rick	Hirsch	for	these	parts	

•MIX-AND-MATCH	SOLOISTS	
•Scored	for	Alto	&	Trumpet,	you	can	
also	Clarinet,	Flute,	Vibes,	Violin…

RICK	HIRSCH	

Rick	Hirsch	is	a	composer,	arranger,	and	educator	based	in	State	College,	PA.		After	earning	music	degrees	from	UMass-Amherst	and	Northern	Illinois	
Univ.,	he	apprenticed	with	Bob	Mintzer	and	Toshiko	Akiyoshi,	serving	each	as	a	personal	music	copyist.		Drop	Hirsch	a	line	if	you	have	any	questions,	or	if	
you’d	like	to	tell	him	about	a	performance.		And	be	sure	to	check	out	much	more	music	on	his	website.	

email:		Rick@HirschMusic.com		•		web:		www.HirschMusic.com		•		phone:		(814)	867-9935PR
EV
IEW
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EÑ Alto Sax 1

EÑ Alto Sax 2

BÑ Tenor Sax 1

BÑ Tenor Sax 2

EÑ Baritone Sax

BÑ Trumpet 1

BÑ Trumpet 2

BÑ Trumpet 3
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Miles' Big Band Dojo RICK	HIRSCH

copyright © 2019 by Eric Andrew Hirschwww.HirschMusic.com

where	serious	Southerners	study	the	subtle6es	of	swing	(est.	1989)

for	Miles	Osland
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